


1. THE BASICS

Before you start cleaning sneakers, you need to
have a kit. A good homemade cleaning kit is actually
very easy to assemble:

• A bowl, or some sort of bowl-like vessel
• Liquid Detergent (preferably Laundry deter-

gent, but dish detergent works)
• A toothbrush that you aren’t using on your

mouth
• Some small towels/rags (microfiber works

best)

Some things to really clean your sneakers:

• Sneaker Brushes (of varying coarseness)
• Suede Brush
• Shoe Eraser
• Sneaker Wipes/Instant Cleaner
• Water/Dirt/Stain Repellent
• Actual Sneaker Cleaning Solution (ie. Jason

Markk, Kiwi, etc.)

2. CLEAN YOUR SHOES

i. Fill Your Bowl With Water And Solution.

Pour some of your detergent/solution in the bowl
with hot water. Stir and mix vigorously to create the
cleaning solution. Get the suds going.

ii. Dip Your Brush In The Solution.

Stir the brush in the solution to get it nice and soapy,
then shake off excess water. Your brush is ready to
go.

iii. Clean Your Shoes.

Scrub sections of your sneaker with the toothbrush
and solution. It’s good practice to dip your brush a
few times when cleaning the sneaker. Remember
that suede and water, don’t mix. For parts that are
suede/nubuck, use the eraser to remove any marks
or scuffs, and then use the suede brush to restore
the nap after cleaning.

iv. Wipe ’Em Clean.

After scrubbing a section or part of your shoe, wipe
off the excess water and solution with the rag or
towel. Finish drying off the shoe with the rag. With
suede, use the suede brush to restore nap. If your
towel gets to be really dirty or damp, it’s best to
get another towel, as the first towel gets to be less
effective at cleaning and drying your shoes.

v. On Shoelaces.

For cleaning shoelaces, unlace them from the
sneakers and dip in your bowl. Squeeze and rub
the laces together in the bowl. (There are a number
of ways to do this; think of old fashioned laundry
cleaning.) Take the shoe laces out of the bowl, and
ring them out over the bowl. An easy way to do
this is to hold one end of the lace, and running your
other hand down the lace, ringing it as you move
down the string. Hang dry your strings and let them
air dry. A good amount of time is anywhere from 1
hour - 1 day. Re-lace your shoes to your fitting, and
then you’re done!

vi. Rain N’ Stain.

Of course, after you Clean Your Shoes, you should
have some sort of stain repellent that you are spray-
ing on your shoes after cleaning and drying. By
coating your sneakers with the repellent, you are
doing preventative maintenance which makes clean-
ing your sneakers easier the next time around.

3. STAY SNEAKER LITERATE.

For more sneaker cleaning and maintenance con-
tent, connect with Clean Your Shoes via the website
and social media.

• Instagram: @cleanyour.shoes
• Website: www.cleanyour.shoes
• Email: info@cleanyour.shoes
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